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Kaftrio to be made available for cystic fibrosis
sufferers

Date published: 30 July 2020

Health Minister Robin Swann has agreed a multi-million pound
deal to make Kaftrio available in Northern Ireland for the
treatment of cystic fibrosis.
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- Are you eligible for a Covid-19

The deal was secured with Vertex
Pharmaceuticals which will see
treatment being provided to all
eligible patients in Northern
Ireland.

Latest news

Minister Swann said: “Following
intensive negotiations to get the
right deal, | can now announce that Kaftrio will be available in the coming
weeks for cystic fibrosis patients in Northern Ireland. This has been a
long road for those who are suffering and | am delighted to bring this
positive news to them today.”

In November 2019 the Department of Health agreed a deal with Vertex
Pharmaceuticals to make Orkambi and Symkevi available. This was on top
of the previously commissioned Kalydeco.

Concluding, the Minister thanked all those involved in bringing the deal to
fruition. He said: “Families have fought long and hard to deliver the best
possible outcome for their loved ones and | am sincerely thankful today
that | can make this announcement. Whilst this is not a cure for cystic
fibrosis, | do hope Kaftrio will help ease the symptoms of this crippling
condition and give sufferers a better quality of life.”

Notes to editors:

1. For media enquiries please contact the Department of Health Press
Office at: pressoffice@health-ni.gov.uk.

2. The Executive Information Service operates an out of hours service for
media enquiries between 1800hrs and 0800hrs Monday to Friday and at
weekends and public holidays. The duty press officer can be contacted
on 028 9037 8110.

3. Follow us on Twitter @healthdpt
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