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High-throughput saliva 
COVID-19 antibody test

The 2019-novel Corona virus (SARS-CoV2) can cause Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome also called COVID-19. According to recent reports, most COVID-19 patients have 
mild flu like symptoms, however, a fraction of those infected rapidly progress to acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), septic shock and further complications 
sometimes leading to death.

The U.K. is one of the worst hit countries in terms of the death toll and the economic impact arising from Covid-19 infections and its control measures. The U.K. government 
like many other health authorities in the world have put in place drastic social distancing measures as their main strategy to avoid the spread of the disease. According to 
World Health Organization (W.H.O.), a combination of measures such as rapid diagnosis and immediate isolation of cases are needed to stop the spread of the virus. 
However, often even those with clinical symptoms aren't able to get a test due to the growing demand. 

Until a vaccine becomes available the only way to prevent the rapid spread of Covid-19 will be by mass testing, not only to detect those with active infections but also 
those who have recovered from the infection.

The current testing approach relies on detection of the viral genetic material using RT-qPCR. These tests are generally quite reliable, however, they need samples obtained 
from unpleasant nasopharyngeal swabs. Swabs can often miss the virus as it could either be present in very low amounts in a patient (in cases of early infection or after 
recovery from infection) or it could just be present in a different area of the throat where the swab couldn't reach. This can lead to false-negative results. An alternative 
and reliable way of detecting Covid-19 is by measuring the antibodies produced by the individual in response to the infection. This detection can also work for those who 
have recovered from the infection. While such tests are often done using blood, Vidya's innovative technology can reliably and accurately detect antibodies against Covid-
19 in samples other than blood. The tests requires the user to collect their sample (non-invasively) in a vial sent to them by post to be returned to Vidya's central testing 
lab also via post. Vidya's ultrasensitive, high-throughput technology can provide the user with their results within 24 hours of sample reception.
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Innovate UK 
Product Type

Participant Name Is Lead Participant CRN Project Start Date Project End Date Grant Offered (£)

Feasibility Studies VIDYA HOLDINGS LTD Yes 11036007 01/06/2020 31/03/2021                                67,169.22 



Total Costs (£) Actual Spend to Date (£) Participant Withdrawn From Project Project Status Enterprise Size Postcode Address Region

                               71,785.00                                46,785.00 Active Live Micro/Small EC1N 8QQ London



Address LEP In Multiple LEPs
Industrial Strategy 

Challenge Fund 
(ISCF)

London No No


