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New cancer drug class '~
unveiled at Imperial

19 April 2018

British researchers have announced the development of a new class of drug that could help treat
drug-resistant acute myeloid leukaemia (AML).

The drug ICEC0942 targets the enzyme CDK7, which is involved in the transcription process.

Scientists at Imperial College, London, reported the properties of the drug in the journal Molecular
Cancer Therapeutics this week.

The treatment is undergoing testing in a phase | clinical trial - the first patient received the drug in
November 2017, taking it in oral form.

Preclinical testing on models of treatment-resistant breast cancers indicated minimal side-effects.

The researchers are hoping it may also work with other transcription-dependent cancers, such as AML
and small-cell lung cancer.

Oncologist Professor Charles Coombes said: "Drugs such as these could help to shift the balance back
in favour of the patients, potentially providing a new option to patients for who existing treatments no
longer work."

Dr lain Foulkes, from Cancer Research UK, said: “We hope that this promising new class of drug will
offer more options to patients who have few left available to them, and help more people survive their
cancer.”

Source: Patel, H., Periyasamy, M., Sava, G.P., Bondke, A, Slafer, B.W., Kroll, S.H., Barbazanges, M.,
Starkey, R., Ottaviani, S., Harrod, A. and Aboagye, E.O., 2018. ICEC0942, an Orally Bioavailable Selective
Inhibitor of CDK7 for Cancer Treatment. Molecular Cancer Therapeutics, pp.molcanther-0847.

Link: http://mct.aacrjournals.org/content/early/2018/03/15/1535-7163.MCT-16-0847

Disclaimer: The news stories shared on this site are used as a way to inform our members and
followers of updates and relevant information happening in Haematology. The BSH does not endorse
the content of news items from external sources, and is not in a position to verify the findings,
accuracy or the source of any studies mentioned. Any medical or drugs information is provided as an
information resource only, and is not to be relied on for any diagnostic or treatment purposes.

News service provided by Englemed News http.//www.englemed.co.uk/
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